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The Idaho High School Activities Association is pleased to announce 
the 2026 “Legends of the Game” recipients. The award was established 
in 2001 to help preserve the heritage of Idaho high school sports by 
honoring great teams of the past. Eligible basketball “Legends” include 
girls’ teams from at least 20 years ago and boys’ teams from at least 30 
years ago. Ceremonies honoring “Legends” recipients will take place 
during halftime of the state 6A basketball championship games at the 
Ford Idaho Center. The girls’ ceremonies are slated for February 21 and 
the boys’ ceremonies will take place on March 7.

	       

		  	 Girls’ Basketball 	 2001 Leadore Mustangs

After three consecutive trips to the state tournament, Coach Tony Cooper guided the ’01 Mustangs 
to a historic victory capturing Leadore High School’s first and only state championship. In a 
thrilling title game, they defeated Genesee 50–46, finishing the season with an impressive 20–2 
record.  This remarkable team not only made history but also inspired generations of student-
athletes in their community.

Congratulations to the 2001 Leadore Lady Mustangs—true Legends of the Game!

		  	 Boys’ Basketball		 1995 Centennial Patriots

Considered one of the greatest teams in Idaho history, the ’95 Patriots delivered a flawless season 
finishing 26–0. In the championship game, they defeated another unbeaten powerhouse, Rigby 
High School, to claim the state title.  Under the leadership of Coach Tom Aipperspach, this 
team showcased incredible focus, talent, and determination, setting a standard of excellence 
that still inspires today.

Congratulations to the 1995 Centennial Patriots—true Legends of the Game!

2026 IHSAA “Legends of the Game”

https://idhsaa.org/
https://greatness.unbottled.com/
https://nfhslearn.com/courses/adolescent-development
https://idhsaa.org/legends-of-the-game
https://idhsaa.org/legends-of-the-game
https://idhsaa.org/drama
https://idhsaa.org/asset/Rules%20&%20Regs/RULE%208%2025-26.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V74AxCqOTvg
https://idhsaa.org/football
https://idhsaa.org/swimming


ADMINISTRATORS
“In The Know”
FROM THE IHSAA

	 + Fall Concussion Data due December 1st 
	 + Verify all winter coaches are certified
	 + Verify ALL Team Scores in MaxPreps (Avoid $1500.00 fine)

DATES TO REMEMBER
          12/1	 Fall Sport Concussion Survey Due
          12/2	 WR Weight Assessment Window Closes
          12/3	 1st Wrestling Competition
          12/5-6	 State Drama
          12/8	 Board of Directors Work Session & Appeals
          12/9	 Board of Directors December Meeting
          12/25	 Christmas Day
          1/1		  New Year’s Day
          1/1		  WR Growth Allowance

IHSAA Rule of the Month

8-18 Undue Influence

8-18-1 Definition of Undue Influence: The use of influence by 
any person connected directly or indirectly with an IHSAA member 
school, to induce a student to transfer from one member school to 
the other, or to enter the ninth grade at a member school for athletic 
competition purposes, whether or not the school presently attended 
by the student is a member of the IHSAA. (Recruiting)

8-18-2 The use of undue influence to secure or retain a student 
for competitive purposes is prohibited, shall cause the student to be 
declared ineligible for high school athletics for a period of up to one 
calendar year, and may jeopardize the standing of the high school 
in the Association.

8-18-3 Evidence of undue influence includes, but is not limited 
to, personal contact by coaches and sponsors in an attempt to 
persuade transfer by gifts or money, jobs, supplies, coaching, free 
transportation, admission to contests, invitation to attend practices 
and or games, free tuition or any other considerations not accorded 
to other students similarly situated.

8-18-4 Complaints or reports of violations of this rule will be 
investigated and handled on a case-by-case basis by the District 
Board of Control. Any school permitting such participation shall, 
upon satisfactory evidence submitted to the District Board of 
Control, be suspended from membership in the Association for a 
term not to exceed one calendar year.

Participation in sports can be a powerful tool for 
young people to develop critical skills that they can use 
throughout their lifetime. 
That is why the National Federation of State High 
School Associations, in partnership with the University 
of Washington Center for Leadership in Athletics, has 
created the course, Adolescent Development: Centering 
Athlete Needs. 
In this course, you will learn about how coaches can help 
the students on their team by creating environments 
that support holistic student well-being. 
To accomplish this, coaches must understand what is 
happening to students physically, emotionally, and 
socially that impacts their learning and engagement. 
So take the course, Adolescent Development: Centering 
Athlete Needs, available for free at NFHSLearn.com.

DECEMBER AD CHECKLIST
         ____  Enjoy the Holidays with family and friends
         ____  Work with student section on a sportsmanship plan 
          ____  Publish Spring Schedules
          ____  Organize Fall Opponents
          ____  Organize Winter Opponents
          ____  Develop/Review Winter Cancellation Checklist

Adolescent Development:Adolescent Development:
Centering Athlete NeedsCentering Athlete Needs

December 5-6
THUNDER RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

IDAHO FALLS

https://nfhslearn.com/courses/adolescent-development
https://idhsaa.org/drama
https://idhsaa.org/asset/Rules%20&%20Regs/RULE%208%2025-26.pdf


Sentences that will Maximize your Coaching Intelligence
“Unspoken expectations are premeditated resentments.”	 - Neil Strauss

To give feedback, first make the other person feel you care about them.

As a coach, it can be difficult to build 
connections with all of your players. With 
numerous personnel, game preparation, 
and constant activity, it’s easy for athletes 
to feel invisible. 

A simple system for building a strong 
connection with players is through a 
simple technique called: 

“Notice, Name, and Ask”
“Notice” a behavior worth highlighting, 
such as effort, leadership, or energy.

“Name” it directly: “I noticed how locked 
in you were today.”

Then “ask” a short follow-up: “What did 
you do differently today to lock-in like 
that?”

This quick interaction tells the player, 
“I see you,” helps them recognize their 
own strengths, and strengthens your 
relationship at the same time. 

Small moments of recognition create 
deep trust.

NOTICE, NAME, ASK

“Slow down. I think I was in a hurry to do what 
I wanted to do and accomplish things, and 
I’m not saying I didn’t enjoy the experience, 
but make sure you enjoy and appreciate the 
people who are around you. I played with, 
and for amazing people. I think sometimes 
when you’re immersed in that, you can take for 
granted what’s around you. 
There’s plenty of time to sit and worry about other things. I think 
I would’ve taken more time and concentrated on what’s really 
important. That’s what you’re doing right now and the people 
you’re doing it with.” 
	 - Jay Bilas, ESPN College Basketball Analyst



2025 FALL CHAMPIONS
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1A Champion
Jerome High School

2A Champion
Twin Falls High School

3A Champion
Century High School

4A Champion
High Desert (Bonneville/Hillcrest co-op)

5A Champion
Madison High School

IDAHO MARCHING CIRCUIT
-IMC Uses Band Size for Classification

IDAHO DISTRICT III MARCHING FESTIVAL
-District III Uses Band Size & School Size for Classification

Class A Small Champion
Emmett High School

Class A Large Champion
Middleton High School

Small Open Champion
Owyhee High School

Medium Open Champion
Timberline High School

Large Open Champion
Mountain View High School

Overall Champion
Mountain View High School

MARCHING BAND CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

https://idhsaa.org/football
https://idhsaa.org/swimming


The 9 Most Powerful Paradoxes of Life



https://greatness.unbottled.com/
https://projectfilter.org/
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Attention, fans!

Of the more than 8 million students who 
play high school sports across the country …

Less than 7% go on to play in college

Less than 2% earn a scholarship

But no matter the outcome of today’s contest, 
100% of the student-athletes will benefit from

the purpose of high school sports:
GROWING AS PEOPLE. 

Good luck to today’s teams!

Download the
#ProtectThePurpose toolkit

LIVE PA 
ANNOUNCEMENT

NFS-0222-#ProtectThePurpose Campaign-PA An-
nouncement-2-ID

ID

Ever wonder what it’s like to love 
your job? 

Help bright, talented young minds 
achieve more every day by becoming   
a high school sports official. 
 
You’ll make a difference in your 
community, support high school sports 
programs and get paid to do it. That’s  
a win-win.  

So put your whistle where your mouth 
is and sign up to #BecomeAnOfficial 
today at HighSchoolOfficials.com

NFS-0221-2025-26 #BecomeAnOfficial Campaign-Printable Flyer-8.5x11-ID
ID
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https://highschoolofficials.com/
https://protectthepurpose.com/
https://idhsaa.org/sportsmanship


Leadership 
Video of the Month

“Treat your athletes with respect, 
dignity, and empathy even when they 
do not return the favor, or they act 
immature, or they cost you a win. Be 
the adult. Be the positive leader. Be 
the example. Be one of the reasons 
they become a good adult one day.” 	
	 - Jamy Bechler

Derek Sivers
How To Make A Movement

With help from some surprising footage, 
Derek Sivers explains how movements 
really get started. (Hint: it takes two)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V74AxCqOTvg



